
CEN Adda
Welcome to the first edition of the 
Climate Educators Network newsletter

The role of education in shaping a sustainable 
future has never been more important. 
Through this newsletter we plan to bring 
together voices from across the country to 
share insights and stories that inspire action 
and foster understanding. 

Whether you're an experienced educator, 
passionate advocate, or a curious learner, 
join us in exploring innovative ways to make 
a difference for our planet.

We aim to catalyze climate education at 
regional and national levels. By mainstreaming 
environmental ideas, fostering critical thinking, 
and enhancing engagement, CEN seeks to 
strengthen both formal and informal learning 
spaces.

Through strategic coordination, 
capacity-building, and place-based approaches, 
CEN strives to empower educators, drive policy 
implementation, and create climate-resilient 
societies. Our transformative vision centers on 
a connected community of educators driving 
climate action and holistic learning.

CEN emerged as a 
solution to provide 
climate resources and 
support for educators 
in India. It started with 
the idea of connecting 
passionate educators 
and other like minded 
individuals who were 
interested in sharing, 
learning and teaching 
climate education.

About us:

Long-Term Vision 
and Goals 



Highlights

CEN was officially launched on 
November 14th, 2023, with a webinar on the 
status and importance of climate education 
in India. The diverse panel with backgrounds 
in entrepreneurship, politics, education, and 
environmental action contributed to a lively 
interdisciplinary discussion. 

The event also marked the debut of the CEN 
website and the opening up of our 
membership to the larger ecosystem. 

The founding CEN members and 
partner organisations held a strategy 
planning meeting in Olde Bangalore 
in February 2024, to discuss 
governance, administration, 
membership, and network outputs.

Strategy 
Planning

(Left to right) Aaditya Thackeray, KK Shailaja, Jayanti 
Mukherjee, Swati Thiyagarajan, Sam Pitroda, Sunayana 
Ganguly, Jai Warrier, Rahul Chopra



CEN partner, TROP ICSU, hosted a teacher training 
workshop on climate change at NCBS, Bengaluru.

The first subgroup meetings were held in April.

We sat down with 
Shahnawaz Bhat, from 
JKASW (Jammu & Kashmir 
Association of Social 
Workers) one of our newest 
members, to understand his 
insights on environmental 
and climate education.

Insights from 
Teachers



Over the past few years, I’ve had the privilege 
of visiting various places in Kashmir - 
wetlands, wildlife sanctuaries, and meadows. 
These experiences have opened my eyes to 
the pressing need of safeguarding our 
environment for future generations. I got 
inspired and motivated by this exposure and 
delved deeper into environmental research 
and issues. Now, I’m committed to making a 
positive contribution to sustainability.

However, the last seven decades of ongoing 
conflict have diverted attention away from 
critical “non-political” issues, such as child 
education, child protection, health, and the 
environment. My challenge - and that of 
others - is to bring these neglected issues 
to the forefront. By raising awareness and 
emphasizing their importance, we can 
contribute to the betterment of our entire 
community. 

Can you tell us a bit about yourself? Why did 
you enter into the field of environmental 
education?

I engage with schools in open spaces and 
teach through activity-based learning methods. 
I generally divide students into different age 
groups (10-18 years). Each group is assigned 
a task wherein they identify local issues in and 
around their societies and then they suggest 
solutions to address all those issues. 
Through this activity, many climate and 
environmental issues come to the fore and 
they gain awareness about the cause and 
impacts of the climate crisis.

Can you tell us about one teaching lesson that 
you use while interacting with students in the 
schools? 

Can you tell us about how it is to 
work in a political and 
geographical landscape like 
Kashmir?

Kashmir is a place that has 
remained conflict-ridden for the 
last seven decades and now, 
the semblance of peace acts as 
an amplifying factor for the 
urbanisation and overall 
development of the region.

Urbanisation, unfortunately, is 
unplanned and politically 
influenced which ultimately 
takes a toll on the environment, 
which is exacerbated by climate 
change. Due to the history of 
the region as conflict-ridden, 
these issues that impact the 
local environment and climate 
take a back seat.

In terms of geography, due to 
the changing climate now, we 
are seeing erratic patterns of 
snowfall in the region too. 
Earlier, the harsh winter period 
used to be from the end of 
December to January, and 
snowfall happened in late 
January and early February 
only. 



Now, snowfall is happening in March or early 
April too which impacts our work as that is the 
time we prefer to work with the students in the 
schools as it used to be pleasant weather 
outside for us to conduct outdoor activities. 
School education itself is being disrupted due 
to these changes as education policy is being 
shifted to accommodate the changing climate 
patterns, which in turn is also impacting our 
work. 

We should look to educate residents about 
sustainable methods to develop livelihoods. 
For example, in my area, we can develop 
eco-tourism because of our mountainous 
areas which will help generate livelihood. 
So according to the areas and geography 
that people are working in, they can look at 
other sustainable livelihoods. 

What would you like to say to someone else 
who may be working or looking to work in a 
similar landscape?

A network should have professionals and 
experts from diverse backgrounds so that we 
are able to address any sort of issues in an 
interdisciplinary and holistic way. This is good 
for any sort of work like awareness building or 
advocacy work too. I feel that the more diverse 
the network is, the less we will be limited in the 
good work that we do. 

There should be skills among the people and 
a sense of community among the educators 
too, so that they feel that whatever they are 
doing would be helpful for the future 
generations. We should look at green skills 
which will help the future generations help in 
combating climate change but also give them 
a better future.

What would be an ideal climate educator 
community according to you and what are your 
hopes for the future of climate education in 
Kashmir?

Director of School of Policy and 
Governance (a CEN partner 
organisation), Shreelata 
Krishnan, writes about their 
upcoming course: a Diploma in 
Climate Change and why 
educators should be interested 
in it.

A Diploma in Climate 
Change

Sunayana Ganguly, co-founder 
of CEN, writes an article on the 
implications of the recent 
Supreme Court verdict 
recognising the right to free 
from the adverse effects of 
climate change as a 
fundamental right and its 
implications for climate 
education in India. 

Role of Climate 
Education in 
Protecting 
Fundamental Rights

Click here to read more!

Click here to read more!

https://thecen.in/empowering-educators-the-role-of-climate-change-programs-in-transformative-education/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/only-climate-education-can-bring-life-right-c1jac/?trackingId=dCbVzNDG4EhURp8Ii%2BD5gg%3D%3D


CEN in the News

A survey titled “Perception of First Time Voters 
on Climate Education in India” was conducted 
by Asar and CEN in 7 cities across Delhi, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal. 
Through this survey we wanted to understand 
what young voters think about the idea of 
climate change and climate education. 

The survey covered their perceptions 
regarding the quality of climate education in 
schools, who they feel is most responsible for 
the climate crisis and for climate action, their 
understanding of systemic issues and action 
thereof, their views on the political nature of 
the issue, and their own perceived political and 
personal agency in this situation.

The survey was launched on 22 March 2024 
and was covered widely across the 4 states in 
both national and regional media houses. 
A youth engagement event was also 
conducted in Kolkata for the launch in West 
Bengal with experts in the fields of climate, 
education, and/or youth engagement. 
The engagement event was attended 
by 50 young people.

Read report here.

https://thecen.in/cdn/uploads/Final-Report-Perception-Survey-on-First-Time-Voters.pdf


Plastic Waste 
Management Campaign:

On 1-2 December 2023, the conference 
focused on 'Education and Citizen Science' 
and 'Inclusion in Citizen Science.' Hosted by 
the Biodiversity Collaborative, the event 
featured 17 expert presentations, engaging 
over 420 registered participants across three 
platforms and garnering 1,284 views on 
YouTube. 

Echo Network was the Media 
Partner for the 4th Annual 
CitSci India Conference

A new grant supports Danish-Indian 
collaboration on the green transition, 
involving Danish universities and Indian 
partners. Backed by the Novo Nordisk 
Foundation, this project aims to develop 
a global model for sustainable development, 
working with diverse stakeholders to 
enhance climate resilience.

In February 2024, Echo Network and Bisleri 
International organized a two-day Plastic 
Waste Management awareness campaign in 
Berinag, Uttarakhand. Led by SAGE Junior 
Ambassadors from Vigyan Shaala 
International, the campaign engaged 
students, local communities, and officials in 
discussions on the effects of plastic waste 
and proper recycling methods.

Highlights included keynote speakers and 
various panel discussions on integrating 
citizen science into formal education as well 
as addressing barriers to inclusivity in citizen 
science.

Get Involved:

Write to us at:

Member Spotlight: Echo Network

Learn more about Echo Network

www.thecen.in/get-involved/

info@thecen.in

https://www.echonetwork.in/
www.thecen.in/get-involved/
https://www.instagram.com/climateeducatorsnetwork/
https://www.youtube.com/@ClimateEducatorsNetwork
https://www.linkedin.com/company/climate-educators-network/posts/?feedView=al

