Welcome to the Second Edition of our Climate Educators Network Newsletter!

As we continue our journey toward a sustainable future, the importance of education in driving
change remains paramount. In this edition, we’re excited to share more inspiring stories and
insights from educators and advocates across the country.

Join us as we delve into innovative practices, highlight impactful initiatives, and foster connections
that empower us all to make a difference. Together, we can nurture a community dedicated to
climate education, paving the way for a brighter, more sustainable future.

HIGHLIGHTS

Narrative building working Educators base planning meeting
group in person meeting.

The Core members of the Educators Base Working
Group met in Bangalore in July to discuss the
strategies and workplan for the year.

Shreelata attended Sustera TROPICSU workshop in Pune

event in Kerala, CEN Core Partner TROP ICSU held a workshop in

representing CEN. partnership with Pune Climate Warriors to train around 40
school teachers in Pune about integrating climate change
e into their curriculum. It was a day-long session held at the

THE INTERSECTION FLAME University Campus.

OF SKILLS, POLICY,
AND IMPACT

BY SHREELATA KRISHNAN @
CLIMATE CAREER

CONCLAVE!




MONTHLY MEMBER MEETINGS

JUNE

Citizen science and 3rd Meeting Breakout Room
introducing the idea of Educator's Base Working Group discussions

hubs to members_ The Climate Educators Network ki) ||.. GLEENG

(thecen.in)

JULY

Jenny Pinto spoke to members about her book

‘The Magical Everything' The Magical
Everything

Through the adventures of young lla, children
learn about climate change, biodiversity, and the
importance of systems thinking. The book is
perfect for young minds eager to understand
climate change beyond the basics.

AUGUST

The Educators Base Working Group met to

speak about what is currently missing in the What is currently
discourse around Climate Action in education. missing in climate
discourse?
Open Discussion
SEPTEMBER

THEORY OF CHANGE
Ritika Gupta a senior manager at Reap Benefit
gave a talk on “Climate Action in the real world -
gaps and opportunities”.

OCTOBER

A talk on air pollution titled “Let’s Light Lamps,

g 5 0 Air Pollutants: Substances in the air that can causs harm ta humans,
Not the Sky: DIWalI and Clean Alr anlrr‘\’:Isanmeenwron'r\em after exceeding the safe limit.
Conversations” by Manisha Mishra.




INSIGHTS FROM TEACHERS

We sat down with one of our members, Prakhar Pandey,
Clinical Lecturer and Assistant Director of Environmental
Law Clinic - Jindal Global Law School (JGLS) to understand
his insights on environmental and climate education in the
legal space.

Can you tell us a bit about yourself and how you got
interested in environmental / climate education?

I'm an environmental law and policy professional. | don’t consider
myself an academic, but | do identify as an environmental educator. '
My formal training was in law; | completed a five-year BA LLB and

went on to do a master's in environmental and natural resources law. I've been working in
environmental law for over six years, focusing on litigation, teaching, and consulting.

My interest in sustainability stems from my love for nature, which began in my childhood. | grew
up in Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh, in a middle-class family with limited access to public spaces.
We had a public park a few kilometers away, which was often inaccessible, and my visits to the
nearby plantation forests were infrequent. My schooling included a strong interest in
environmental studies, partly because | excelled in them, but it wasn’t until law school that my
passion for this field truly emerged.

During law school, working on an environmental law problem made me realize my connection to
the subject. | actively engaged in research and teaching, discovering a significant disconnect
between what was taught in law schools and real-world environmental issues. The practical
experience | gained through cases in smaller cities helped me understand the implementation
challenges of environmental law.

As | practiced, | recognized that my interests leaned more toward environmental law education

rather than litigation, which | found less appealing. Since then, I've focused on making
environmental law teaching more experiential rather than purely theoretical.

Could you give us an example of an interesting teaching lesson or project you have led?

One of my favorite lesson plans is called "Beyond Business as
Usual: Navigating Just Energy Transitions." In this project, we
analyze a renewable energy policy aimed at vulnerable
communities and then visit a village that has recently benefited
from a solar microgrid. We explore the complexities involved,
particularly misunderstandings about costs. This activity is geared
toward university students, both undergraduate and postgraduate.

Additionally, I've offered courses on electronic waste management,
where students participated in a dismantling workshop. This
hands-on experience allowed them to see the realities of informal
labor in the sector, fostering empathy and awareness of the
challenges faced by those involved.




How do you think law clinics in colleges can support climate education?

Law clinics provide a practical, hands-on approach to learning that is crucial for understanding
environmental issues. They allow students to engage directly with real-world problems, helping
them to see the complexities of legal frameworks in action. Through clinics, students can work
on policy interventions, community consultations, and projects that address local environmental
challenges, thus bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application.

What would your advice be to institutions or individuals who want to do similar kinds
of projects?

Institutions should prioritize local engagement when developing courses. Building empathy is
crucial, as discussions around climate issues can evoke strong emotional responses from
students. It’s important to create a space for these discussions while also offering hope and
practical solutions.

Using creative tools, like GIS mapping or privilege walks, can enhance students' understanding
of their community's challenges. These activities make the learning experience more impactful

than traditional lectures. Additionally, institutions should support capacity-building for educators
to help them navigate these complex topics.

What is your vision for climate education in India? What is your vision for
collaboration with CEN?

My vision for climate education in India is to foster a comprehensive understanding of
environmental issues that integrates legal, social, and scientific perspectives. Education should
emphasize the importance of local knowledge and community engagement, preparing students
to address climate challenges effectively.

As for collaboration with CEN, | see great potential in exploring intergenerational equity and the
intersection of children's rights and climate issues. Collaborative teaching initiatives and research
projects can create impactful learning experiences while addressing critical environmental
challenges. We could develop resources to help community leaders navigate legal frameworks,
enhancing their ability to advocate for their rights in the context of climate action.




A working group for Policy Advocacy was created by The climate educators network to advocate
for policies that promote climate education and sustainable practices, advancing CEN's mission
to foster a climate-resilient future through education and awareness. The working group,
anchored by Shreelata (School of Policy and Governance) and Sunayana (The CEN) met twice
in the last quarter and has a good mix of educators, students, and professionals, all interested to
learn how to advocate for policy changes for climate education together. Many of the members
wanted to know how to engage with policymakers and had ideas on how we can institutionalize
climate education through policy advocacy. The group plans to meet every month and keep the
momentum going by working closely with network members, educators and policy makers.

The narrative building
working group has launched
a new video series on
YouTube called “Climate Talk:
Education Edition” where we
delve into various topics
related to climate change and
look at it from the perspective
of climate education.

In conversation with our co-founders:

Our co-founders Jayanti Mukherjee and Sunayana
Ganguly talk to Priyanka Thirumurthy about the Seeds of
Change - 2023 State of the Education Report for India
on Education to Address Climate Change.

In conversation with our co-
founders

40 views * 2 months ago

Jai Warrier's COP28 Experience:

Jai Warrier from Initiative for Climate Action sits down
with Priyanka Thirumurthy and talks about his
experience visiting COP28 and how climate education in
India is panning out.

Jai Warrier's COP28
Experience

114 views + 2 months ago



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJSuzg_puTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=833uSkzGORo

The Climate Educators Network conducted their
quarterly online webinar on 'Shaping a water-wise
future through education' to coincide with Global
Climate Change Week. This panel consisted of
eminent academicians and practitioners like Dr. Harini
Nagendra (Azim Premiji University), Dr. Veena
Srinivasan (WELL Labs), Mr. Vishwanath Srikantaiah
(water conservationist), Ms. Soumi Duttagupta
(Regenesys) and was moderated by Ms. Jayanti Ray
Mukherjee from the Climate Educators Network. In a
very enriching and immersive conversation, the
panelists emphasised on the importance of
experiential and age appropriate learning to develop a
water sense in young people so they can foster
engagement with communities for water conservation.

JOIN THE ONLINE PANEL DISCUSSION

Shaping a Water-Wise
Future Through
Education!

Date: 15™ Oct, 2024
Time: 4:00 - 5:30 PM IST

Panelists:
Dr. Harini Nagendra

Ecologist, Author and Professer,
Azim Premji University

Vishwanath Srikantaiah
Water Conservationist and
Environmentalist

Dr. Veena Srinivasan
‘Water Resources Expert,
ATREE

Soumi Duttagupta
Educator and Founder,
Regenesys

| Spread the word and tag your
| friends who care about our planet!

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Darbar Sahitya Sanstha

DSS is dedicated to enhancing food and livelihood security for agrarian, tribal, and
forest-dwelling communities in Odisha, who are critically dependent on agriculture and forest
resources. Facing the challenges of depleting land and forests, DSS envisions self-sufficient,
self-managed villages where every individual lives in peace and harmony, free from
discrimination and injustice. Their mission promotes a resilient and equitable
human-environment system, ensuring that all community members lead prosperous lives with
dignity and a shared commitment to environmental stewardship.

GET INVOLVED:

Learn more at
www.thecen.in/get-involved/

Write to us at:
info@thecen.in



https://www.instagram.com/climateeducatorsnetwork
https://www.youtube.com/@ClimateEducatorsNetwork
https://www.linkedin.com/company/climate-educators-network

